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The Modern Militia Movement 




Modern Militia Movement: 

The Militia Movement began in the W&O's and reached its peak in 1996. Several social, economic, and political factors con 
tributed to the surge in militia purl it; i pat ion in the IWs. The primary motivator for the movement was, the farm crisis of tin 
IWs, whieh caused the destruction of 3/4 of a million small to medium size family fawns. Overall, 1 1 million Americans 
lost their jobs during lliis time period. 

Academics contend thai female and minority empowerment In the 1970s and 1960s caused a blow to white male's sense of 
empowerment. This, combined with a sense o 6 defeat from the Vietnam War, increased levels of immigration, and unem- 
ployment, spawned a' paramilitary culture, This caught on in ihc 19KU"s wilh injects such as Tom Clancy novels. Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine, and movies such as Rambo that glorified combat. This culture glorified while males and portrayed them 
d\ [no rally upright heroes who were mentally and physically lough. 

It was during this time frame that many individuals and organizations began to concoct 
conspiracy theories to explain their misfortunes. These theories varied but almost always 
involved a globalise dictatorship the "New World Order (NWO)"* which conspired to 
exploit the working class citizens. United Nations troops were thought to already be 
operating in the United Slates in support of the NWO. Much of this rhetoric would be 
come anli -Semitic claiming that the Jews controlled the monetary system and media, and 
in turn the "Zionisl Occupied government (ZOGT- The Militia of Montana (MOM) 
became a key organization in pushing righlwing rhetoric and informing individuals on 
how to form militia organizations. 

A series of incidents in ihe early 1990 s caused a surge in militia participation. The 1992 
standoff between federal authorities and the Weaver family at Ruby Ridge, Idaho became 
h spark for the movement. On August 14, 1092, a 1 2 day standoff began that would result in the death of one federal agent 
and the wife and son of Randy Weaver. The following February, a 51 -day siege would occur at the Branch Da vidian com- 
pound in Waco K Texas, resulting in the death of 82 Da vidians and four law enforcement agents. Ln November of 1 993, the 
enacting of the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act of 1992 additionally fueled the movement. The movement reached 
its peat in 1996 with over 850 groups believed to be operating within the US. 




Noteworthy militia activity from 1995 to J 999: 

■ 1 1/09/95: Oklahoma Constitutional Militia members arc arrested as they plan to bomb the Southern Poverty Law 
Center (SPLC). gay bars, and abortion clinics. 

# 12/18/95; Adrumof ammon ium nitrate and fuel oil is found behind the JRS building in Reno* Nevada, the device 
failed to explode. An ami -government last protestor W. Inter arrested for the incident. 

• 01/1 8/96: A member of the Aryan Republican Army (ARA) is arrested in Ohio after a shoot out with the FBL The 
ARA was also associated with 22 bank robberies between 1 994 and 1 996. 
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* 01 A) 1/95: 12 members of an Arizona Militia group culled Viper Team were arrested on (Conspiracy, Weapons, and 
Explosives charges after they were caught doing surveillance on government buildings, 

* 07/27 #6: A bomb Is detonated at the Atlanta Olympic Fark s killing one person and injuring 100. brie Robert Ru- 
dolph is laid arrested and lirikcs.3 m olsier bombings at abortion ^iinic-: and ;i h:ir. 

* ID/1 1 #6: Seven members of the Mountaineer Militia were ui rested leu plaiting so blow up the FBI fingerprint re- 
cords center in West Virginia. 

■ U7/U4/97: Members of a splinter group of the Third Cu-n linen ml Coiicio* w(,:tc airesied in th^j process of plotting Lit- 
tacks on military bases. The group though! thaL many military instillations were training United Nations troops thai 
were planning on attacking L'.S. Citizens. 

* Q3/1&/98: Members otthe North American Militia were arrested on fi realms charges; prosecutors claimed thai the 
group conspired lo bomb federal buildings in Michigan, a television station, and an interstate highway interchange. 

* 1 2/05/99: Members of the California based San Joaquin Militia were charged with conspiracy to bomb critical infra- 
structure sites in hopes of provoking an insurrection. The leaders of the organization also plead guilty to plotting to 
kill a federal judge. 

* 1 : The leader of a militia coalition known as the Southeastern States Alliance was charged with conspiracy to 
bomb energy facilities in order to cause power outages in Florida and Georgia. 

Decline of the Movement: 

The militia movement began to decline afler the 1995 Oklahoma City Bombing and raids on the Montana Freemen and Re- 
public of Texas in 19% and 1997, Poor public opinion oi' the militia movement and increased attention from law enforce- 
ment, caused many of the uncommitted members to leave the movement. Many of the hardcore militia members grew angry 
with the militia S'or not mobilizing in response to perceived government aggressions. Some of these fanatics would splinter 
into smaller or underground groups adhering to the principles of "leader! ess resistance". 

Many militia groups began to rally members in the belief that the government would collapse due to the Y2K scare. This 
theory claimed that the government would collapse due to computers not being able to handle the transition from the 19lX) r s 
to the 20E>0 + s. The militia's inaecunaic a^vessnient of ih'z Y2K threat badly damaged its reputation. Additionally, thoughts 
that President George W, Bush was sympathetic to their situation, and a wave of patriotism after 91 1 would further diminish 
the militia movement. 

The Militia Past September 11, 2001: 

During this time period the militia had lost the attention of the mainstream media and public, but it continued to exist. The 
SPLC reports that between the Oklahoma City Bombing in 1995 and 2005 that roughly 60- right wing extremist plots were 
uncovered. 

Noteworthy militia activity from 2000 to 2008 

* 03/09/00: The former leader of the Tc*as Militia was arrested for conspiracy to attack the Houston Federal Building. 

■ 03/0 1 /G 1 : A former Colonel in the Kentucky Militia peppered a deputy's ear with semi iiLJiomalie weapons fire dur- 
ing a traffic slop. 

* 02/08/02: Two members of a group called Project 7 were 
arrested for plotting to kill judges and law enforcement 
officers in order to kick off the revolution, 

* 0Q/03/O2: A plot by the Idaho Mountain Boys Militia to 
murder a federal judge and a police- officer and then break a 
friend out of jail was uncovered. 

■ U7/07/03: A Michigan Mil ilia member killed a Michigan 
State Trooper that attempted to serve him a warrant. 
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* 1 0/25 AH: A farmhand in Tennessee was arrested lor attempting to obtain ingredients for sarin gas and C-4 explo- 
sives in order to conduct Anti Semitic and government attacks. 

• 06/29/07: Six members of the Alabama Free Militia were arrested cm weapons and explosives charges. An ATF 
agent would gu on to testify that five of the men were planning an attack on Mexicans in a town near Birmingham. 

» 1 2/08: National Guard and Reserve facilities received packages with anti New World Order rhetoric, This would 
occur within a week a f hoax anthrax mailings to State Governor's offices, 



ReemergEiice of the Movement: 

Right wing extremists and militia leader* continuously exploit current world events in order to increase participation in their 
movements. Due to the current economical and political situation, a lash environment Cor militia activity has been created. 
Unemployment rales are high, as well as cost of living expenses. Additionally, President Eta Barrack Obama is seen as 
tight on gun control and many extremists lear that he will enact firearms confiscations. White supremacists from within the 
militia movement have further become angered due to the election ofthc first African American President. Many constitu- 
tionalists within the movement have claimed mat President Elect Obama does not meet the residency requirements to hold 
the office of President, and therefore his election is unconstitutional- 
Newer versions of the NWO conspiracy have been concocted in order to empower the movement. The NWO is seen as using 
law enforcement, military, national guard, and federal agencies in order to carry out its elitist one world government. Law 
enforcement and military forces are believed to be utilized in order to confiscate firearms and place individuals into FEMA 
concentration camps. This scenario has received additional attention due to the US Army NORTHCOM assigning homeland 
security Tunc Lions to an active duty infantry Brigade. The movement sees this brigade as the force that will lake their fire- 
arms and that the unit is in violation of the Po^e Comitates Act. There are also concerns \Xw\ the banking and media infra- 
structure are also being controlled by the Jewish elite and that these leaders arc members of the NWO. There is a great deal 
of anger towards the Federal Reserve System (FRS) and all forms of tax collection. 




Additional motivators for militia activity: 

Amman hi on Accountability Act: The Ammunition Accountability Act has been up for legislation in 
most states. This legislation would require that an ID number be engraved on the round of all ammuni- 
tion and this ammo could in turn be Jinked to a place of purchase and the purchaser. Some slates have 
added a clause to the act making it a misdemeanor to possess unregistered ammunition. Bill did not pass 
in Missouri 

Bullet with engraved 

Anticipation ol the Exormmie L-nlbpsf of the US Government; M any militia organ izaC io ns tracki ng number 

feel that the U.S. govern men! will fall due to economic or racial issues- They believe that 
during the chaotic fall of the government, moves will be made to install Martial Law h confiscate 

firearms, and imprison many citizen s. This lear has recently been heightened by a report from a Russian Economic analyst, 
li>or Panarin, 

Divided States | A Russian Professor s Prediction of How the U.S. Will Split 
Tfw? tali Fo mum Republic The Cer.tr.il North- American Republic Atlantic America 
Will be part of China or Will be part of Canada or under May join the European Union 

under Chinese influence Canadian influence 



Panarin predicted that 
the U.S. would collapse and Traction 
into six different regions controlled 
by foreign governments. Panarin 
goes on to say that as early as the 
autumn of 2009, the economic crisis 
will lead to a civil war. 



Possible Constitutional Convention 

t'Cnn. C.tm); Currently 32 stales have 
called lor a Constitutional Conven- 
tion (Con Con) that will add amend- 
ments to the U.S. Constitution, The 
Con Con will be held if two more 
states request it. The convention is 
planned specifically for the reason of 
nddmga balanced budget amendment 
to the Constitution. The Militia 
Movement is concerned that if a Con 



unclassi ^ 




Will go to Russia 



BSD 

Will go to either Japan or China 



Will be patt of Mexico or under 
Mexican influence 
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Con is held, ihc 1st and 2nd amend ments will be altered or removed. 

North Amcriran Union (NAU); Conspiracy theories claim that this union would link Canada, The United States, and Mex- 
ico, The NAU would unify its monetary system and trade the dollar for the AMERO. Associated with this theory is concern 
over a NAFTA Superhighway, which would fast track trade between the three nations. There is additional concern that the 
NAU would open up the bordereau sing security risks and fret movement for immigrants. 




Kansas City and the Smart Purl are seen as the hub of the North American Union 



Universal Service Program: Statements made by President Elect Qbama and his chief of slat! have led extremists to fear 
the creation of a Civilian Defense Force. This theory requires all citizens between the age of 18 and 25 to be forced to attend 
three months of mandatory training. 



Radio Frequency identification fKElPj: There is a fear that the government will enforce mass RFID 
human implantations. This process would make it possible for the government to continually know the 
locations of all citizens. 

Militia Trends: 

Ideologies 




Members of the militia movement often subscribe to the ideology of other right- whig extremist movements such as; 

Christian Identity; Religious ideology popular in extreme right-wing circles. Adherents believe that whites of European de- 
scent can be traced back to the "Lost Tribes of Israel." Many consider Jews to be the sataiiie offspring of Eve and the Ser- 
pent, while non -whites arc "mud people' 1 created before Adam and Eve. 

White Nationalist: Many white supremacists, National Socialists "Neo-Nazi", and skinheads are drawn to the movement 
and its ami government, Semitic, and anli- immigration rhetoric, 

Sovm'itm Citizen: Individual* that sit the in selves as Sovereign Citizens question the legitimacy of the federal government. 
They argue thai the government has gotten away from the intent of the Const it anion and is thus not valid. These groups are 
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strong states rights advocates, but sec the County She rill as the highest position ol authority. These groups mid individuals 
are well known for failure to register vehicles and driving without valid licenses. Sovereign Citizens have been known to is- 
sue iheir own license plates and drivers. licenses and to issues summons to appear in "Common Law" 1 eourts. 

Militant Abortion: Anti Abortionists have been known to lake up arms in support of their beliefs, Eric Rudolph who was 
responsible for the Atlanta Olympic Park Bombing and abortion clinics was an anti abortionist. 

Tax Resistors: This movement is strongly in opposition to the collection of federal income taxes. Individuals in this move- 
ment generally believe thai income taxes are invalid or the tax laws do not apply to them. 

Anti- Immigration: Some militia organizations have been formed solely for the purpose of countering the threat or illegal 
immigration. Extremists will argue that immigrants are taking the jobs of U.S. Citizens during times of high unemployment. 
Additionally, illegal immigrants arc seen as sucking up government resources without paying taxes. Some militia units patrol 
the border in order to safeguard against drug smugglers, gangs, or violent immigrants. 

Training 

Utilization of MELKIM.: Militia members have been aLtcndmg Military Simulation (MJLSIM) events in order to increase 
their combat readiness. M1LSIM is a realistic combat sporL in which two forces, some times up to the platoon level, utilize 
paintbalK Air soft, or MILES gear to conduct realistic war games. The desire- to increase the realism of the M1LS1M has 
drawn members to seek and conduct military leadership, planning, com muni cat ions, navigations, and tactics training. 

Militia and Survival Training events: Regional [raining events are 
being held with the intent of teaching individuals how to establish militia organiza 
turns. These events usually focus on individual soldier skills* land navigation, and 
marksmanship. Some events have been set up in order to prepare for joint operations 
bo t ween militia organizations. 

Communications; The use of short wave rave radios for communication and broad 
casts is common among most militia groups. These groups communicate through fo- 
rums, yahoo groups, blogs, and social networking sites. Websites and online talk 
shows- have been established to push rhetoric, usually a skewed version of current 
events. 

Recruitment: Militias are recruiting members and supporters through the following 
means: gun shows, online forums, websites, social networking sites, and informal so- 
cial networks. Additionally^ militia recruitment may be done at events or meetings 
held by organizations that share ideologies with the militia. 




Organization 



Public Groups These organizations hold training events that are open to the public and generally recruit publicly. These 
groups desire to aid the County Sheriff or Governor in emergencies such as a natural disaster. It is not uncommon for these 
groups to be seen in public doing community service related work. Public groups are less likely to publicly push malicious 
rhetoric, and have a traditional military style chain of command and leadership structure. These groups have been known to 
form underground units and provide training and guidance to new or forming organizations. 

Underground Croups These groups primarily adhere to ihc principles of Louis Beam's philosophy of leader! ess resistance. 
This philosophy advoeaie-s small autonomous cells driven by ideology rather than by the direction of leaders. These groups 
are difficult to gather intelligence on, as no one outside of the cell would be aware of the organization or its plans. Individu- 
als or "lone wolves" have also been known to adhere to the 
pri nci pies of 1 eade rl ess res istancc in order to perform or plot j 
ac ts of violence. 

Committees of Safety £CoS) Organization established to 
lobby government officials and confront corruption, These 
groups claim to be a voice of the people and usually control 
or associate with militia organizations in their region. These 
organizations arc targeted at the county level but are also 
forming state and national level organizations. 
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Covenant Militia Comnwnilics Community of militia members thm nUumpL to create a sovereign township, lit Lhe L990's 
there were an estimated eight of these communities identified across the country, 

Militia Associations These organizations attempt to n el work various militias I h rough the Internet, meetings, or events. 
Groups such as the American Constitutional Militia Network (A^^a^^ fl ^^^^p a ^g w ^J^|^ (RNEM) are 
active online communications sites lor militia members and ^E^Y^ftYJ^ Y\tnl (FTX) 

Implications forLaw Rn force ment 

There are significant differences between the fV l M)\\ r/n utitinn\ and tfa*sv t*t lodaw most nttttthlv: 

Highly Trained: Mililia members arc receiving more professionalized training then they did during the first spike of the 
movement in the 1990's. 

Leadership training: Militia members arc receiving advanced leadership and operational planning training. This has al- 
lowed tor the establishment of a strong Non Commissioned Officer Corps (NCO) within groups. An NCO Corps allows op- 
erations to be run at the fire team and squad sr/e. This enables units to conduct multiple operations simultaneously: '"Com- 
plex alfacks". This training will also enable individuals to lb rati and train their own organizations. 

You are the Enemy: The militia subscribes to an anti -govern mem and NWO mindset, which ereates a threat to law en- 
forcement officers. They view the military, National Guard, and law enforcement as a force that will confiscate their fire- 
arms and place them in FRMA concentration camps. 

Implications for M i sst niri 

Infrastructure at risk in Missouri: 

Detent ion Centers: Right wing estrcmisis believe (hat there are at least three FLMA concentration eamps in the slate of Mis- 
souri: 

■ The Former Ri chard s-Gebaur AFB in Grand view, MO 

■ R. Leonard Wood, MO 

■ Camp Crowder in Neosho, MO 

Narlft American Union (NAUj: The Kansas City ""Smart ForT which is a hub lor fast tracked trade and distribution between 
the LIS. and Mexico is seen as the Hub of the North American Union, A shipping and distribution center is under way in the 
forme]' Ricbard-Gebaur AFB in CI rand view, MO, This facility is seen as both a FHMA concentration center and a facility for 
the NAU. 

Federal Reserve Bunks: Members of the militia movement are strongly 
against the FRS and see it us u mechanism of the elitist New World Order. En 
November Fnd the FED protests were lie Id nationwide at Federal Reserve 
Banks in opposition to the FRS Many right-wing extremists oppose the FRS 
and propose a system that would be backed by gold. Federal Reserve banks 
may also draw attention from ami bail out protestors and activists. 

National Guard Facilities; National Guard armories and fueihiics are seen as 
potential staging areas for NWO troops. Additionally, there are fears that the 
National Guard will be futccd to confiscate weapons and enforce marshal law. 
Some individuals in the movement have argued that National Guard soldiers 
and units, have had their weapons confiscated, have been transformed into no 
combat units such as supply, transportation, or medical 
elements, or are being deployed overseas in order to weaken the defense of the 
State against the NWO. 

Federal Buildings or facititk-s: Within the movement there is a distrust and 
anger towards the federal government primarily towards the IRS, ATF, FBI, FEMA, 

Common Militia Symbols: 

Folilical and A nli- Government Rhetoric; 
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Political Paraphernalia: Militia members most commonly associate with 3rd party political groups, It is not uncommon for 
militia members to display Constitutional Party, Campaign for Liberty, or U be Italian material. These members arc usually 
supporters of former Presidential Candidate: Ron Paul, Chuck Baldwin, and Bob Barr, 

Anti -Govern mem Propaganda: Militia members commonly display picture, cartoons, bumper stickers thai contain anti- 
govemmenl rhetoric. Most of this material will depict the PRS> JRS, FBI, ATH, CIA, UN, Law Enforcement, and "The New 
World Order'"" in a derogatory manor. Additionally, Racial, anti-immigration* and anti-abortion, material may be displayed 
by militia iTiembers. 



Militia Symbols: 



CONT TREAD OS ME 




Gadsden Flag: created by 
General Christopher Gadsden and 
utilized in colonial America. This 
is the most common symbol dis- 
played by militia members and 
organizations 
* + ■*-,* 



Hutarec Militia: Patch of a 
popular Michigan based mil ilia 
that has a presence and influence 
in many slates, 



1st BN/3rd BDE MO Militia 
patch; Unit patch displayed by 
Missouri Militia Members. 
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Sovereign Citizen: Flags usually displayed by Sovereign citizens in order to repre- 
sent sovereign "common law" jurisdiction. 




Upside down US Flag: The mili- 
tia uses this as a symbol of a na- 
tion in distress. 



Nine Stripes erf the Sons of Lib- 
erty: Sons of Liberty was a secret 
society of patriots during the 
American Revolutionary war 
Many militia members claim the 
Sons of Liberty as part of their 
heritage. 



MoJon La be: Greek phrase chat 
translates to "Come and take 
them I'" or LL Over my dead body"* 
phrase originated during the Spar- 
tan and Persian battle at Ther- 
mopylae and was recently made 



First Navy Jack: Con t mental 
Navy flag, which is also, dis- 
played with a stretched out rattle- 
snake and the inscription "Don't 
Tread on 



Literature and Media Common to the Militia: 
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Zeitgeist the Movie: Ami Federal 
Reserve System Him. 



America; Fretdum to Fas- 
eism: Anli-mctmiu 1'iLiii 



The Turner Diaries; Novel that 
depicts the violenc revolution of 
the United Stales Government and 
a war that leaves only a white 
population. This book was pro- 
moted by Timothy Mcveigti and 
said lo be the motivation behind 
the Oklahoma City Bombing. 



Comments regarding this alert may be made Lo Brandon. middleion<#mshp.dps.niio,gov 

Comments on previous MIAC slratefiie alerts or ideas for research on future Strategic products should be made to 
Greg,hug<£ mshp.dpsmo. gov 



MBSSafflSHfl flrfffllMHE 



Division ot Drug S Crime Control. P. O. Box 56B, Jelferson City. MO 65102-0568 



Toll Free: 866-362-6422 Fax: 573 751-9950 

Furtltof lirtwlitfrt Of taTonnilwn in UU J «*flf*ltEr « rrttdcW lo tow cntmcif^ 



Pfoone; 573-751-6422 
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